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Preface
C.Mileto, F. Vegas, V. Cristini, L. Garcia-Soriano
Research Centre for Architecture, Heritage and Management for Sustainable Development (PEGASO),
Universitat Politécnica de Valéncia, Valencia, Spain

“HERITAGE2022, International Conference on Vernacular Heritage: Culture, People and Sustainability”
is organized in the framework of the “VerSus+ | Heritage for PEOPLE” project, co-funded by the
Creative Europe Program of the European Union (grant 607593-CREA-1-2019-1-ES-CULT-COOP1) and
led by Universitat Politecnica de Valencia (Spain) in partnership with Universita degli Studi di Firenze
and Universita degli Studi di Cagliari (Italy), CRAterre — ENSAG (France) and Universidade
Portucalense - Departamento de Arquitetura e Multimédia Gallaecia (Portugal). The “VerSus+ | Heritage
for PEOPLE” project focuses on the transmission of knowledge to communities and the general public. It
pays special attention to the society of the future (children and young people), as well as local, regional
and national authorities in charge of heritage management, and includes specialists and experts in the
field of architecture (architects, engineers, cultural managers, historians, ethnographers, university
students, etc.) together with craftsmen and companies in the construction and tourism sectors, cultural and
social associations, and educational institutions.

Vernacular heritage is a tangible and intangible heritage of great importance to European and global culture.
This architecture, born from the practical experience of local inhabitants, makes use of local materials to
erect buildings taking into consideration the climate and geography, developing cultural, social and
constructive traditions based on the conditions of the surrounding nature and habitat. Above all, it plays an
essential role in contemporary society as it is able to teach us important principles and lessons for a
respectful sustainable architecture. These lessons from vernacular heritage for contemporary architecture
have been extensively studied in the “VerSus: Lessons from Vernacular Heritage in Sustainable Architecture
(grant 2012-2792/001-001 CU7 COOP7)” project, co-funded by the European Union between 2012 and
2014, and the “VerSus+ | Heritage for PEOPLE” (2019-2023) project, which follows on from the previous
project, focusing on the transmission of this knowledge to society, as seen earlier. The wisdom of vernacular
architecture in the field of environmental, sociocultural and socioeconomic sustainability is increasing both
in interest and significance in the world today. Climate change, depopulation and the pressure of tourism all
pose major challenges, as do the increasingly rapid social changes and loss of traditional trades resulting
from the industrialization of the construction process. These challenges alert us to the pressing and growing
need for education and increased awareness in society and for the documentation and conservation of
architecture within a framework of up-to-date integration into contemporary life, managing territory and
heritage assets for the sustainable development of society in the future.

The second project involved in this conference is “RISK-Terra. Earthen architecture in the Iberian
Peninsula: study of natural, social and anthropic risks and strategies to improve resilience” (RTI2018-
095302-B-100) (2019-2022), funded by MCIU (Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovacion y Universidades), AEI
(Agencia Estatal de Investigacion), FEDER - UE (Fondo Europeo de Desarrollo Regional, Unién Europea).
This project is geared towards the conservation of earthen architecture in the Iberian Peninsula, both
monumental and vernacular, which continues to be undervalued and barely recognized. The RISK-Terra
project aims to provide scientific coverage of the study of natural threats (floods, earthquakes, climate
change), social threats (abandonment, social discredit, demographic pressure, tourist development), and
anthropic threats (neglect, lack of protection and maintenance), as well as the mechanisms for deterioration
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and dynamics and transformation (replacement, use of incompatible techniques and materials, etc.) to which
architecture is exposed. The objective of the project is to establish strategies for conservation, intervention
and rehabilitation which allow the prevention and mitigation of possible damage through compatible actions
and/or actions to increase resilience.

As these two projects have major points of contact, particularly in relation to the challenges mentioned
above, with potential for common reflection, their main themes have been combined in this Heritage2022
conference. The topics established for the conference are: 1. vernacular architecture: matter, culture and
sustainability (study and cataloging of vernacular architecture; urban studies of vernacular architecture;
studies of traditional techniques and materials; sustainability of vernacular architecture); 2. heritage
education (research in heritage education; heritage education and social inclusion; heritage communities;
creativity and heritage education); 3. artisans and crafts of traditional construction (intangible heritage: the
management of know-how and local construction culture; training in traditional construction crafts;
tradition and innovation in traditional construction crafts; plans and experiences for the recovery and
maintenance of construction crafts); 4. conservation, restoration and enhancement of vernacular
architecture (conservation and restoration projects of vernacular architecture; materials and intervention
techniques for vernacular architecture; difficulties and possibilities of using traditional crafts in
conservation; management and maintenance of vernacular architecture).

The scientific committee was made up of 102 outstanding researchers from 24 countries from the five
continents, specialists in the subjects proposed. All the contributions to the conference, both the abstracts
and the final texts, were subjected to a strict peer-review evaluation system by the members of the scientific
committee. Out of the 200 proposals submitted, 134 papers by 254 authors from 25 countries from the four
continents were chosen for publication. All the articles have been published in print and online in the two-
volume book “Vernacular Heritage: Culture, People and Sustainability”.

“HERITAGE2022 (Versust | RISK-Terra), International Conference on Vernacular Heritage: Culture,
People and Sustainability” was held from 15 to 17 September 2022 in in-person and online modality at the
Universitat Politécnica de Valencia. The conference was under the aegis of: ICOMOS-CIAV (International
Scientific Committee of Vernacular Architecture); [COMOS-ICICH (International Scientific Committee on
Intangible Cultural Heritage); IEB (Instituto Espaiiol de la Baubiologie). The organization, publication and
implementation of the conference have been made possible thanks to co-funding of the Creative Europe
Programme of the European Union for the project “VerSus+ | Heritage for PEOPLE” (grant 607593-CREA-
1-2019-1-ES-CULT-COOP1); and the MCIU, AEI and FEDER - UE for the research project “Risk-Terra.
Earthen architecture in the Iberian Peninsula: study of natural, social and anthropic risks and strategies to
improve resilience” (ref.: RT12018-095302-B-100). Furthermore, Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura
and PEGASO - Research Centre for Architecture, Heritage and Management for Sustainable Development
of Universitat Politécnica de Valéncia have also contributed to the whole project.

Finally, we would like to thank all the authors who contributed to the quality, range, diversity and richness
of these publications with their articles. We give special thanks to all the partners of the European project
“VerSus+ | Heritage for PEOPLE” and the national research project “Risk-Terra” for participating in the
conference and helping to spreading the word about it worldwide. We are grateful for the aid of all the
members of the advisory committee and the scientific committee for their work throughout the process of
revising the abstracts and papers. And, above all, we thank the organizing committee for the complex setting
up of the whole conference, the style and language reviewers for their corrections, and all the collaborators
for their invaluable work in the management and organization of all stages of the process.
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