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Fortress of Monteagudo (Murcia, Spain)

Upper platform. It shows two main characteristics of the
architecture built in Murcia during the emirate of Muhammad b.
Sa'd Ibn Mardanis (1147-1171): a regular layout, and the presence
in each corner of two towers creating a right angle. It is built in
tapia calicostrada (lime-crusted rammed earth), grounded on
the bedrock of a hill overlooking Murcia’s fertile orchard. Inside,
it hosts a series of brick vaulted covered spaces. Its main function
of State granary was compatible with other uses, such as prison.
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Preface

Defensive Architecture of the Mediterranean (volumes X, XI and XII) is a publication that aims to reach
out, assemble and update many of the research works that have been developed during the last years
about Mediterranean defensive Heritage by many institutions, professionals and researchers specialised
on its study, conservation, restoration and management.

The papers included in this volume have been prepared within the framework of the fifth edition of the
International Conference on Fortifications of the Mediterranean Coast (FORTMED2020), initially
planned on March 26th, 27th, and 28th of 2020 in Granada (Spain). Due to the restrictions of mobility
imposed by the Spanish Government as a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic, FORTMED2020
could not take place that month, although everything was ready. The Conference was finally transferred
to an online format and held on November 4th, 5th, and 6th of 2020 on the web platform:
https://fortmed2020.es. The new format included live talks by invited lecturers, recorded videos, and
presentations with the possibility for attendees to comment on and discuss each presentation. Both
events were organised by the Laboratory of Archaeology and Architecture of the City (LAAC), a re-
search group of the School of Arabic Studies (EEA) belonging to the Spanish National Research Coun-
cil (CSIC).

This issue, composed by three volumes, is part of the series Defensive Architectures of the Mediterrane-
an, which is focused on exchanging and sharing knowledge for a better understanding, assessment,
management and exploitation of built Cultural Heritage in the Mediterranean area, from the Antiquity to
the present day, including also other fortifications built overseas but high influenced by those on the
Mediterranean.

The previous volumes that make up the series were edited by the Institute of Heritage Restoration of the
Polytechnic University of Valencia (vols. I and II, 2015); the Architecture Department of the University
of Florence (vols. III and IV, 2016); the Technical School of Architecture of the University of Alicante
(vols. V and VI, 2017) and the Department of Architecture and Design of the Polytechnic of Turin (vols.
VII, VIII and IX, 2018).

The large number of contributions within this issue have been organised, according to their content, in
thematic sections, representing different ways of approaching the study of defensive Heritage: Islamic
Defensive Architecture and Digital Heritage, covered by this book (vol. X); Historical Research, Theo-
retical Concepts and Culture and Management (vol. X1); Research on Built Heritage and Characteriza-
tion of Geomaterials (vol. XII).

The Laboratory of Archaeology and Architecture of the City (LAAC), belonging to the School of Ara-
bic Studies (EEA, CSIC), is devoted to the study of Islamic Architecture. As a result, we included this
new topic on this issue of Defensive Architecture of the Mediterranean, due to the relevance of this
heritage for the Mediterranean common history. It includes twenty-five contributions related to medie-
val and modern fortresses and fortified residences, situated in the Maghreb, from the seventh to the
eighteenth century, or in al-Andalus, from the Caliphate of Cordoba (tenth century) to the Nasrid period

XV


https://fortmed2020.es/

(thirteenth to fifteenth century). Other studies focus on the transformations carried out by the Castilians
before the conquest of the last Islamic Kingdom in the Iberian Peninsula in 1492.

The other topic of this volume, Digital Heritage, is a subject in constant evolution. The section presents
the use of digital tools and methodologies from a variety of different approaches. It contains a total
amount of thirty-six papers that describe and analyse examples of graphic documentation, Geographical
Information Systems, 3D modelling, virtual reconstructions and digital techniques applied to the study
of Defensive Heritage, mainly in Italy, Spain and Colombia.

XVI
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Abstract

This paper presents some of the information obtained during the archaeological surveys carried out in
2019 in the state fortress known as Torre de Isso, located in the municipality of Hellin (Albacete). These
fieldworks have attempted to answer some questions related to the historical interpretation of the
preserved monumental remains, specifically two large towers and some walls from the second half of
the thirteenth or fourteenth century. The initial study and graphical documentation were carried out to
obtain the data needed to draft a conservation project in line with current scientific criteria.

Extending the investigation to the whole neighbourhood of houses that surrounds the towers resulted
in the discovery of a quadrangular fortress of 44 x 42 m, which incorporates the towers and in which
different construction phases have been identified, certainly prior to and subsequent to the Christian
conquest. The remains found were reused in the load-bearing walls of some of the houses. Beside the
fortress, we extended the study to the entire village of Isso, in order to find out if the medieval castle had
an annexed relevant village. Finally, the surveys expanded throughout the entire territory of Isso, with
the desire to know if its characteristic dispersed settlement, made up of small farmhouses, and its
traditional irrigation system, have a medieval origin.

This multidisciplinary research project has allowed us to obtain extensive data and produce significant
information, although it should be noted that many issues and some of the interpretations offered in this
article are still hypothetical. Therefore, only future development of additional archeological and
historical works will make it possible to tackle those questions that remain to be answered.

Keywords: Isso, Hellin, fortress, formwork, Middle Ages, medieval settlements.

1. Introduccion

En este trabajo se dan a conocer los resultados la fortaleza de Isso (Hellin, Albacete), dirigida
obtenidos en la primera campaiia de investiga- por el Laboratorio de Arqueologia y Arquitec-
cion arqueologica realizada en el territorio y en tura de la Ciudad (LAAC), adscrito a la Escue-
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la de Estudios Arabes (CSIC), durante los me-
ses de septiembre - diciembre de 2019 (Fig. 1).
El proyecto ha sido promovido y financiado
por el Ayuntamiento de Hellin y ha contado
con una subvencion de la Junta de Castilla La
Mancha'. Su objetivo Gltimo era obtener el ne-
cesario conocimiento historico y arquitectoni-
co que permitiera afrontar, con las mayores ga-
rantias, la restauracion de la fortaleza alli exis-
tente, cuyo estado de conservacion es muy de-
ficiente y cercano a la ruina.

Tradicionalmente, los restos monumentales de
este castillo han sido denominados Torre de
Isso debido a que, en una fecha bastante tardia,
las dos torres existentes quedaron unidas me-
diante la construccion de un muro de fachada.
Esta y otras transformaciones han ido destru-
yendo y ocultando progresivamente algunas
partes de este recinto fortificado, por lo que ya
no era percibido como tal por la poblacion lo-
cal cuando quedd establecida esta denomina-
cion. Actualmente, ambas torres forman parte
de un gran caser6n arruinado, situado en el ba-
rrio que hemos dado en llamar de la fortaleza

(Fig. 4).
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Fig 1. Situaciéon de Isso (Hellin). Fuentes base
cartografica: Esri, DeLorme, USGS, NPS. ©
OpenStreetMap contributors, GIS User Community.

Los trabajos realizados se han centrado en los
siguientes aspectos:

Recopilacion de fuentes documentales e ico-
nogrificas. Se ha llevado a cabo una profunda
busqueda bibliografica y de archivo, con espe-
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cial atencion a todos aquellos estudios y do-
cumentos que aportan datos sobre el territorio
de Isso®. También se ha hecho una amplia la-
bor de recopilacion de fotografias, planimetrias
y cartografia antiguas.

Prospeccion arqueolégica. En el término de
Isso, mas concretamente en el area de influen-
cia directa de la fortaleza, se ha desarrollado
una intensa labor de localizacion e inventaria-
do de los restos arqueologicos y etnograficos
existentes, prestando especial atencion al po-
blamiento y a las infraestructuras hidraulicas
(Fig. 2). Con el objetivo de conocer mejor el
asentamiento medieval y de contextualizar
adecuadamente la fortaleza, se amplié la ex-
ploracién, de manera menos intensiva, a todo
el término municipal de Hellin, alcanzando al-
gunos puntos de los territorios limitrofes, co-
mo Tobarra y Ontur (Fig. 3).

Analisis arquitecténico. En un primer mo-
mento, se realizd un estudio exhaustivo de las
dos torres medievales que se conservan en pie,
asi como del edificio de época moderna en el
que quedaron englobadas.

Sin embargo, ante la existencia de indicios de
que las torres podrian formar parte de un recin-
to fortificado de mayores dimensiones que
quedo fagocitado por las numerosas viviendas
que lo ocuparon, se extendio el estudio a todo
el barrio, con el objetivo de localizar y analizar
la presencia de otros restos (Fig. 4). Para ello,
se ha realizado un levantamiento fotogramétri-
co y planimétrico del conjunto, asi como de
cada una de las casas que lo componen.?

Fig. 2. Isso. Vista del territorio de Isso desde la
Fuente, situada a la derecha de la imagen. El recua-
dro sefala el emplazamiento de la fortaleza y de su
caserio. Al fondo aparece la Sierra de los Donceles.
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Fig. 3. Entorno de Isso, con las principales fortalezas
y alquerias. Base cartografica:
Nacional a escala 1:25000.
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Fig 4. Isso. Vista axonométrica del niicleo de casas
construido en la antigua fortaleza de Isso, obtenida a
partir del modelo fotogramétrico del conjunto.

2. El topénimo de Isso

El origen y significado del topénimo Isso es
incierto; sin embargo, queda constancia de que
ha ido evolucionando a lo largo del tiempo,
presentando diferentes grafias.

Aunque no hay evidencias seguras, algunos
autores lo han identificado con “Asso”, locali-
dad romana situada al oriente de Abula (Abla,
prov. de Almeria), segun aparece en Las Ta-
blas de Ptolomeo, si bien otros ubican esta lo-
calidad en las proximidades de Caravaca
(Murcia). Segun Vitrubio, el término “Asso”
era un verbo latino que significaba hacer ta-
blados, aunque el canénigo Juan Lozano era
mas partidario, sin mucho fundamento, de una
etimologia griega (Lozano, 1794, pp. 34-36).

Pocklington considera que tiene un origen la-
tino: “Establecida la existencia de la variante
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Asso de Auzo, podemos partir de esta misma
raiz para explicar el nombre de Isso, documen-
tado como “Hyso” en 1243 y 1252. En este ca-
so la A tonica se convertiria en I durante su pa-
so por el arabe, debido al proceso de la “imela
de segundo grado”, responsable precisamente
de la transformacion de la A de Falyan en la I
de Hellin” (Pocklington, 2010, pp. 119-120).

En el siguiente listado se muestran las diferen-
tes grafias con las que aparece este toponimo
en diversos documentos a lo largo del tiempo,
hasta adquirir su forma actual:

HISO  El infante don Alfonso concede Alcantarilla

1251 y otras propiedades al maestre de Alcantara.

HYSO La Orden de Calatrava da su recibo a la

1252 reina Diia. Juana, de 26 privilegios que eran
de ella y que la Orden tenia en custodia.

YSO Los milagros romanzados de Santo Domin-

1283 go de Silos de Pero Marin.

ISSO Fernando IV otorga diversos privilegios y

1305 franquezas a los moradores de Hellin e Isso.

YSO Los Reyes Catolicos confirman a Hellin el

1476 privilegio de Valladolid del 12-IV-1409.

YSO Provision de Carlos I'y su madre, dirigida al

1527 gobernador del Marquesado de Villena.

YSO Relaciones topogrdficas de Felipe I1.

1576

YSO Codicilo de Francisco de Villena y Medrano.

1637

Ys0 Testamento de Jeronima Ortin.

1644
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